
The 2006 AGM meeting was held in November 

at the Soccer Complex.  The AGM is a time for 

all coaches, parents and members to come and 

hear what the Association is doing and where it 

is headed in the coming year.  Every year half of 

the Board of Director’s positions are also up for 

election during the AGM.  The following people 

were elected into position by those in attendance 

at the AGM: 

President:  Scott Ruf       (2 year term)  

Director of Communications: Christina Stout 

(1 year term) 

Treasurer   VACANT 

Tournament Director VACANT 

 

The position of VP of Competition was filled at 

the December Board Meeting.  Dave Long will 

serve as VP of Competition until the 2007 AGM 

where the position will again be open for election.  

 

Please welcome our new and continuing Board 

Members.  There are all here to help run this 

organization and to help offer soccer to all the 

children and youth in the Tri-Cities.  We are still 

in need of two more people to serve on our 

Board.   The positions of Treasurer and Tourna-

ment Director are still open.  Both of these posi-

tions are vital to the success of T-CYSA.  If you 

are interested or know someone else who would 

do a good job please contact the T-CYSA Office 

Staff as soon as possible via phone at 544-0276 

or via email at t-cysa@bossig.com 

Election of Board of Directors Recreational Season 
Game Dates 

Saturday March 10 

Saturday March 17 

Saturday March 23 

Saturday March 31 

NO GAME April 7 

Saturday April 14 

Saturday April 24 

Saturday April 28 

Saturday May 5 

Jamboree May 12 
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Spring Season Starts on March 10th 

 The 2007 Spring Recreational season will play their first of eight games on 
Saturday March 10th.  The season will continue with a BYE for all teams on Satur-
day April 7th as this is the last weekend of Spring Break and the weekend of Easter.  
This would put the last regular season game on May 5th followed by the Spring 
Jamboree on May 12th.    

 Coaches and parents: please plan accordingly.  Coaches are free to begin 
practices the week of February 26th and are encouraged to have a Parents meeting 
as soon as you receive a finalized roster from your City Coordinator.  Schedules will 
not be available until late February.   

If you have information that you would like to see in the T-CYSA Newsletter please send it to 

Christina Stout, Director of Communications via email christinastout@charter.net 



All of the T-CYSA Board of 

Director positions require 

countless hours of work.  

Please feel free to contact 

any of our Board Members 

to offer your comments, 

suggestions or opinions 

about what the Association 

should be doing.  To con-

tact a Board Member 

please send them an email.  

All email addresses are 

posted on the Staff page of 

the website.  If you don’t 

have access to email please 

call the T-CYSA Office.  

Office Staff can take your 

name and phone number 

and ask the Board Member 

to call you back.  

Tri-Cities Soccer Referee Association now has a new President.  Gene Whelan took over as President in mid 2006.  Gene Whelan has a Ph.D in 

Engineering and is currently working as a Chief Engineer for Battelle.  Gene was very active in College Gymnastics and even participated on the 

Olympic Team.  Gene is a Grade 7 Referee with 7 years of experience.  Gene started refereeing when his boys were playing soccer and their teams 

were required to provide a referee.  Gene soon learned to love the role and has continued.  Gene currently referees College games, High School 

games, youth and Hispanic League games.  Gene can also be found refereeing for the Adult indoor and outdoor games.  Gene’s is married to Heidi, 

a fellow referee (and Gene admits she is the brains of the family).  They have two boys, both who went through T-CYSA and Three Rivers.  AJ is 

majoring in Mathematics at the University of Washington and Dustin started as center mid fielder for Clarke College in Iowa.  Please welcome 

Gene to this role and continue to support the Referees when you see them out and about.   

Mike Bunker is the new Head Referee.  The Head Referee is the liaison between Tri-Cities Soccer Referee Association and T-CYSA.  Mike Bun-

ker attends T-CYSA Board Meetings and provides a Referee’s perspective on many issues.  Mike Bunker is a Grade 7 Referee and has been refer-

ring for eight years.  Like Gene Whelan, Mike referees game at all levels of play including College.  Mike has one daughter who is still playing in 

the Three River’s Club on a U15 team.  Mike and his family have been living in the Tri-Cities since 1985.  He became a referee when his children 

first started playing soccer and has continued ever since.  Mike is thankful to have high quality referees who have helped him and others in becom-

ing  better referees.  If you want to become a referee or have questions, please feel free to contact either Gene Whelan or Mike Bunker.   

President: Scott Ruf  

Scott Ruf has been an active part of T-CYSA for 

some time.  Scott most recently served at the Tour-

nament Director through June of 2006.  Scott has 

many years of experience being involved in other 

Non Profit organizations.  Scott has a passion for 

building a recreational program for the youth (older 

than U12) and would like to see a TOPS Soccer 

Program started in the Tri-Cities.  Scott also serves 

as Tournament Director for the District 6 Board.  We 

are excited to have Scott in a leadership role within 

T-CYSA and look forward to seeing where he will 

lead our organization.   

Kennewick City Coordinator: Deneil Boyd 

For those of you who didn’t already know, Deneil 

Boyd took over as the Kennewick City Coordinator 

in early November 2006.  Deneil has two children 

playing in the Association, Kassidy at U10 and Jay-

don at U7.  Deneil has helped her husband Jason 

coach their daughter’s U10 team this past fall. Deneil 

is an Agent for AFLAC Insurance Company and an 

active member in the Tri-Cities Home Builders As-

sociation.  Deneil is looking forward to helping T-

CYSA as much as possible within the Kennewick 

Club this year and hopes to aid in making some posi-

tive changes as well.   We are happy to have Deneil 

as a part of this Association, she brings some much 

needed life to Board meetings.   

VP of Competition: Dave Long 

Dave has two children playing within the Association; 

at U10 and U16.  A regular soccer parent for a num-

ber of years, Dave was smitten with the soccer bug 

after volunteering to coach his younger daughter’s U7 

team four years ago.  Since then he’s become an avid 

soccer fan and “Soccer Santa” visits the family each 

year.  Dave also coaches YMCA indoor, has coached 

high school girl’s indoor teams, and helps run the 

Kamiakin Spring Break youth soccer camps.  Dave’s 

other job is in the Legal Department at PNNL.  We 

are pleased to have Dave on board and look forward 

to working with him in the coming year.   

Director of Communications: Christina Stout 

Christina Stout took over the position of Director of 

Communications in February 2006 when the job was 

left vacant after the 2005 AGM.  Christina’s family 

has a life long history of soccer, her father in law 

Richard served as the District 6 Commissioner and as 

VP for Washington State Youth Soccer Association.  

Husband Ryan had coached within T-CYSA and 

Three Rivers almost 8 years and did his time on the 

Board as VP of Development for 4 years.  Christina 

has two children, Joseph at U6 and Ethan who is al-

most three.  Christina helps coach Joseph’s U6 team.  

Christina really enjoys working in both her children’s 

classrooms every week.   Christina is excited to be 

continuing and hopes to bring some new, much 

needed publicity to T-CYSA.   

Meet your new Board Members 
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Parents: Have you stepped up 

to volunteer for one of the 

jobs that your coach needs 

help with? Please do so! Some 

of the jobs require very little 

time, eg. Bringing a first aid 

kit, or bringing extra water 

for the child that forgets.  

Your coach can spend more 

time working on soccer skills 

with your son or daughter.  



Registrations will be on a first come, first served basis.  

Space is limited.  Registrations must be accompanied by a 

$55 check made payable to T-CYSA.  Registrations will be 

accepted after the deadline ONLY IF space is available 

and will cost $65.  Registered players will receive a size 4 

soccer ball and a Center of Excellence t-shirt.   

 Check in will begin at 4:30 pm on Monday March 

12th.  All players should bring water bottle, shin guards, 

size 4 soccer ball, sweatshirts, and sweatpants to all train-

ing sessions.    

Coaches: We encourage you to use these ses-

sions to supplement your weekly training activi-

ties.  This training is in no way required by your 

players.  Those coaches (and Three Rivers’ play-

ers) who are interested in helping with the 2007 

Center of Excellence should contact Greg Tho-

mas, VP of Development for T-CYSA as soon as 

p o s s i b l e  v i a  e m a i l  a t 

gthomas@alum.berkeley.edu.   

2007 Center of Excellence  

As many of you have noticed 

T-CYSA has continued to 

make changes to the parking 

lot out at the Complex in 

Pasco.  These changes have 

been in an attempt to improve 

safety within the parking lot 

itself.  There are a number of 

safety concerns that we are 

trying our best to address.  

We realize that this has been 

frustrating to many of you.  

The goal is make the parking 

lot as safe as possible for all 

the children.   We have and 

will continue to close the most 

easterly entrance into the 

parking lot from Burden Road 

(along the fence).  Every 

weekend 2300 players and 

their parents, siblings, 

friends and grandparents 

cross this lane along the 

fence.  Please DO NOT stop 

along the fence.  Do not drop 

off your child, pick up your 

child, or drop off equipment along the fence.  Please DO 

NOT STOP ALONG THE FENCE FOR ANY REASON! 

When you stop along the fence to drop off your child, an-

other car will try to go around you.  This is the exact situa-

tion that has caused children to be hit by cars in the parking 

lot.  T-CYSA Board Members and the Pasco Police Depart-

ment will continue to monitor traffic in the parking lot.  

Please drive no more than 10 miles per hour, and remember 

to keep an eye out for small children when in the parking lot.  

We strongly encourage you to hold your child’s hand when 

walking across the parking lot.  We want your child to be 

safe EVERY time they walk to and from a soccer game.  

Thank you very much for your understanding and patience.   

 T-CYSA is sponsoring the 15th Annual Center of 

Excellence (COE) training camp for U10 and U11 players 

begin on March 12th.  COE will run on Monday nights from 

5:30 – 7:00 pm from March 12th- April 30th with no session 

on April 2nd due to spring break. 

 Senior Coaches from Three Rivers Soccer Club and 

other programs will conduct 7 training sessions based upon 

the youth soccer training programs developed by the US 

Youth Soccer and under the guidance of the T-CYSA devel-

opment program.   

 We are again providing some of the best coaches in 

the area to work with our younger players.  This is a valu-

able opportunity for the players of the Association to get 

ready for the spring season and for the U11 players to pre-

pare for U12 tryouts later in the spring.  The soccer training 

emphasizes fun, ball control, passing, shooting, dribbling, 

and defending.   

 Coaches and Parents are encouraged to observe 

training sessions.  All players interested in participating in 

the 2007  COE camp must register on or before March 8th.   

Parking Lot Changes Improving the Safety of  YOUR Children! 
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We need you to volunteer today! 

T-CYSA is a volunteer organization.  We can only grow with people like you to help with 

our programs.  We are in need of more volunteers.  Currently we have two open Board 

Member positions.  Tournament Director, who is responsible for bringing in more than 

$20,000 of revenue and the Treasurer’s position.  Both positions are vital to the successful 

operation of this organization.   

We have a number of committees that are in need of members and in some cases, chairs.  

We have a Field Maintenance Committee that meets with the City of Pasco and determined 

when to close the fields.  We have a Committee that is proceeding with trying to hire a paid 

Executive Director.   

We need coaches, referees, people to help with field and parking lot set up and conces-

sions stand.   

We have recently lost Quint Brown, our long time Fields and Maintanence staff member.  

Quint has decided to go back to school in Wenatchee and we wish him the best of luck!  He 

has been a valued staff member and we are sad to lose him.    If you know someone who 

may be interested in this part time position please have them contact our Office ASAP.   

As always - we can find the right position for you, if you would let someone know that you 

are interested.  Please visit our website for more information about the numerous ways you 

can volunteer your time.   

Do you own or work in a business 

that would benefit from advertising in 

the T-CYSA bi-monthly newsletter? 

We would love an opportunity to talk 

with you about different advertising 

options.  If you would like to discuss 

these options please contact Christina 

Stout, Director of Communications 

via email at  

christinastout@charter.net.    

In an effort to continue the T-CYSA Mission Statement of providing an affordable atmosphere where children and youth 

can learn and play the game of soccer in a non-competitive program, T-CYSA has decided to move forward with offer-

ing a recreational program for youth above U12.  For the 2007/2008 soccer season we will be accepting registrations for 

a Recreational U13 division.  This U13 division will offer your child/children the opportunity to continue to play soccer 

in a fun, friendly, and positive atmosphere.  This new U13 Recreational program will have no travel commitments, no 

tryouts, and equal playing time for all players.  The exact make up of this division will be determined by the number of 

participants that register.  Registration will begin March 1st 2007.  We will offer a full sided (11 players) or a small sided 

(e.g. 5v5) division based on participation.  We are eager to offer this new program to the youth in the Tri-Cities.  If you 

have specific questions regarding this new division please contact the T-CYSA Office or Greg Thomas, VP of Develop-

ment.   

New U13 Recreational Division offered this Fall 

Registration for the Fall 2007/Spring 2008 Three Rivers season will begin on February 1st.  Tryouts will 

be held in February and March.  Please watch the website for more details and specific tryout dates and 

locations.  If you have questions regarding the team formation process or the tryout process please con-

tact Mike Nolan, Three Rivers Club Director.  

Recreational Registrations for the 

Fall 2007/Spring 2008 season will 

begin on March 1st, 2007.  Register 

online by following the links from 

our website www.t-cysa.org 
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Three Rivers Parents: Please be aware that if you 

were not contacted during the fall season to help in 

the concessions stand that you will be contacted for 

the spring season.  T-CYSA Concessions stand is a 

fund raiser for T-CYSA and your help is needed.  We 

are happy to schedule your shift around your son/

daughter’s game time.  Please contact Toni Garza, 

VP of Administration to schedule your time.  Thank 

you for your support of this fundraiser.   

Did you see the new T-CYSA uniforms during the spring season? Would 

your team like to participate? Uniforms can be ordered for the Fall season.  

The T-CYSA Board of Directors will be discussion the new uniforms during 

the February Board Meeting.  If you would like to have your opinions 

heard, please come.  We will be voting on if to accept these uniforms on a 

permanent basis.   

Did you know that during the 2006 Calendar year 

that T-CYSA operated in the Black financially? This 

was in large part due to our former Treasurer, Lori 

Chin.  Lori spent the last two years keeping every 

board member in check with their spending.  Lori 

did a great job and the Association would like to 

thank her for her services.  If you see Lori around, 

give her a big Thank you!  

Special thanks to Dan Ollero, outgoing President 

and Rob Winston, outgoing VP of Competition 

for their many years of service.  Both Dan and 

Rob have given countless hours of work to make 

this Association better.  Rob devoted many Sat-

urday mornings to field set up—all by himself.   

Dan    brought a lot of energy to our meetings 

and ensured that the Bylaws and Guidelines were 

followed.  Dan always reminded us that we do 

this for the kids, not for ourselves.   

Soccer 

Trivia  

Email your answer to Christina Stout, the first three soccer play-

ers to correctly answer this questions will receive a coupon to the 

T-CYSA Concessions stand.  christinastout@charter.net 

In what year did the USYSA origi-

nate the Olympic Development 

Program or "ODP" for youth soccer 

players? 

A: 1967  B: 1971 

C: 1977  D: 1979 

Thank you to all the Coaches 

and players who committed 

to the Soccer Kicks for Can-

cer program.  T-CYSA is 

proud to be a part of this 

program! Soccer is more 

than just playing a game - it is 

also about giving back to the 

community.   

Do YOU know what is happening in T-

CYSA or the Three Rivers Soccer Club? All 

of our meetings are open to parents, 

coaches and community members! Please 

get involved and see what is happening!  

Submit your Soccer Trivia questions with answer by January 27th , to Christina Stout for in-

clusion in the next newsletter.  All entries will receive a small gift for their submission.   
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Coaching Clinics Offered Again this Spring 

 T-CYSA will once again offer two of the three coaching classes 

PRIOR to the start of the spring season.  This is a great opportunity for 

you as a coach (or parent) to refresh your skills and maybe a new game or 

two before your start the season.   

 These clinics are designed to help you as a coach to prepare 

yourself for the season.  Each class has training suggestions and games 

that are geared for that age children.  T-CYSA knows that being a soccer 

coach isn’t an easy task; we also know that most parents who step up to 

coach don’t have a coaching background.  We aren’t going to leave you 

stranded! We are here to help you as a coach and want to ensure that your 

coaching has a positive effect on all the kids on your team.   

 For U7 Coaches who attended the U6 training class last fall, 

please consider taking the U8 class now.  The same can be said for U9 

coaches.  If you have already attended the U8 clinic please consider taking 

the U10 class.  All Coaches Clinics are free to T-CYSA members.  In 

addition to the class you will receive a DVD of class material for you to 

take home and reference whenever you need it.  For more details and 

specific dates  please check our website.  

City Coordinators will again be holding Coaches Meetings prior to the 

start of the spring season.  City Coordinators will have many items to 

talk to you about during these meetings.  Some of the items that will 

be discussed include changes in team rosters, information about the 

season, and Coaches Conduct.  It is very important for you to get this 

information from your City Coordinator.  Please plan on attending.  If 

you can not make your meeting, you do have the option of sending a 

team parent or manager in your place.  If neither of you can attend 

please plan on attending another one of the meetings and let your 

coordinator know.  The Coaches Meetings will take place on the fol-

lowing dates: 

Kennewick Coaches   

Kennewick Library on Union  6:00 pm February 6 

Richland Coaches   

Location TBD    week of Feb. 19th 

Pasco Coaches    

T-CYSA Meeting Room 7:00 pm   February 21 

West Richland is not planning a meeting.   

Spring Coaches Meeting Dates  
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I got my pictures in December.   They were terrible.  I was miss-

ing parts of my order and honestly, I just can’t take it any-

more….. 

Does this sound like your experience with LifeTouch? I can tell 

you all, as I know I have said before, that we won’t be using 

LifeTouch again as long as I am Director of Communications.  

LifeTouch has been terrible! From what I am hearing, they had 

some major problems in the schools this year too! I am working 

with executives from LifeTouch’s Corporate Office in CA to 

resolve the outstanding issues.  I know that many of you haven’t 

seen your pictures yet.  If you have – great you are one of the 

lucky ones.  If you haven’t received your pictures, and HAVE-

N’T sent me an email, please do so TODAY! I am meeting with 

Lifetouch this week and hope to get some of the pictures that 

were missing.  If you haven’t told me you are missing pictures, 

then I can’t tell LifeTouch to reprint them.  Those of you who 

want a refund….please email me.  You are entitled to a refund if 

you aren't 100% happy with your pictures.  (As far as I am con-

cerned, you can keep the pictures too!) If you still have questions 

about the pictures please send me an email at christinas-

tout@charter.net. 

Did you get your Pictures from LifeTouch? 

Does your son or daughter’s team have a trained refe-

ree? If your children are playing U8 or older they 

MUST have one.  T-CYSA is a volunteer organization 

and we need your help! Referee training will again be 

offered BEFORE the spring season.  A Grade 9 Class 

(the beginner referee) will be offered on Saturday and 

Sunday February 24th and 25th out at the T-CYSA 

Complex.  This class will give you the knowledge and 

skills needed to fulfill this important job with your 

team.  Coaches – Please REQUIRE this of your par-

ents.  We do not expect nor want the coaches to fulfill 

this job.  Referee training is free and T-CYSA will even 

reimburse you for your equipment (uniform etc.).  For 

those of you who are already Grade 9 and would like 

to take the Bridge Class to become a Grade 8 please 

contact Mike Bunker by February 15th at 

m_bunker@verizon.net we will offer this class if there 

is enough interest.   

Referee Training Again Offered this spring 



All meetings are held in 

the T-CYSA Meeting 
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Sun- Monday Tuesday Wednes- Thursday Fri- Saturday 

18 19 20 21 Pasco 22 23 24 Grade 9 Refe-

25 26 27 28 March 1st 2 3 Tentative 

4 5 6 7 T-CYSA 8 9 10  First week-

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  Second 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Third week-

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

    February 1st 2 3 

4 5 6 Kenne- 7 T-CYSA 8 9 10 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Fourth week-

April  2 No 3 4 5 6 7 NO GAMES 
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